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Present claims 15-23 are characterised by peptides and "agents" defined 
by reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely the 
ability to modulate Interaction between Importln alpha and CREB binding 
protein (CBP). These claims cover all peptides and "agents" having this 
characteristic or property, whereas the application provides support 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT for no such products. In the present case, the claims so 
lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope 1s Impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the claimed products by reference to a result 
to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case Is such 
as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts 
of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely 
those parts relating to the methods of claim 1-14. 

Moreover claims 21-23 rely for their essential features on a 
"product-by-assay" characterisation, the assay as such having no Impact 
on the structural features of the agents of the claims. Lacking any 
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of a meaningful search is not possible. 

The applicant's attention 1s drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions In respect of which no International 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This 1s 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 

see separate sheet 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
IS claims Nos. 15-23. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 
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The following document is referred to in this communication; the numbering will be 
adhered to the rest of the procedure: 

D1 : YANG X -J ET AL: 'A P300/CBP-ASSOCIATED FACTOR THAT 
COMPETES WITH THE ADENOVIRAL ONCOPOROTEIN E1 A' 
NATURE, GB,MACMILLAN JOURNALS LTD. LONDON, vol. 382, no. 
8589, page 319-324 

SECTION V 

2. The subject matter of claims 1-14 meets the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, relating to methods comprising agents that affect the 
interaction between Importin a and CBP, are not disclosed in the prior art 
documents. 

3. The subject matter of claims 1-14 meets the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 

D1 is considered to be the closest prior art. D1 (abstract) describes the 
identification of p300/CBF-associated factor (P/CAF) having intrinsic histone 
acetylase activity. The adenoviral oncoprotein E1 A disturbs the normal cellular 
interaction between p300/CBP and its associated histone acetylase. Claims 1, 2, 
4, 5, and 9 differ at least from D1 in that these claims describe methods including 
compounds (agents) that interfer with the CBP and Importin a interactions. 

The skilled person, equipped with the knowledge of D1 , would have no indication 
to arrive at the subject matter of of claims 1 , 2, 4, 5 and 9, since the interaction 
between CBP and importin a is not suggested in the prior art documents. The 
present invention discloses methods including components (agents) that interfer 
with this interaction to influence the nuclear import mediated by importin a. 

SECTION VII 

4. The application should be self contained (see further Guidelines C-ll 4.17) and 
phrases "..and incorporated by reference..." as mentioned e.g. on page 61 (line 
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